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this book focuses on the different aspects that contributed to the development of northeast
american sports car racing during the 1950s the evolution from amateur drivers racing on public
roads in 1950 to both professional and amateur drivers racing at private purpose built tracks in
1959 demanded huge leaps of faith trust and understanding the transition was neither easy nor
uneventful for drivers clubs or track owners and the tragedy politics and in

the untold almost unbelievable story of the daring pilots who risked their lives in an
unprecedented air race in 1919 and put american aviation on the map years before charles
lindbergh s flight from new york to paris electrified the nation a group of daredevil pilots most of
them veterans of the world war i brought aviation to the masses by competing in the sensational
transcontinental air race of 1919 the contest awakened americans to the practical possibilities of
flight yet despite its significance it has until now been all but forgotten in the great air race
journalist and amateur pilot john lancaster finally reclaims this landmark event and the
unheralded aviators who competed to be the fastest man in america his thrilling chronicle opens
with the race s impresario brigadier general billy mitchell who believed the nation s future was in
the skies mitchell s contest critics called it a stunt was a risky undertaking given that the dh 4s and
fokkers the contestants flew were almost comically ill suited for long distance travel engines
caught fire in flight crude flight instruments were of little help in clouds and fog and the brakeless
planes were prone to nosing over on landing yet the aviators possessed an almost inhuman
disregard for their own safety braving blizzards and mechanical failure as they landed in remote
cornfields or at the edges of cliffs among the most talented were belvin the flying parson maynard
whose dog trixie shared the rear cockpit with his mechanic and john donaldson a war hero who
twice escaped german imprisonment jockeying reporters made much of their rivalries and the
crowds along the race s route exploded with everyday americans eager to catch their first glimpse
of airplanes and the mythic birdmen who flew them the race was a test of endurance that many
pilots didn t finish some dropped out from sheer exhaustion while others betrayed by their
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engines or their instincts perished for all its tragedy lancaster argues the race galvanized the
nation to embrace the technology of flight a thrilling tale of men and their machines the great air
race offers a new origin point for commercial aviation in the united states even as it greatly
expands our pantheon of aviation heroes

a historical rediscovery of one of the heroic founders of the conservation movement who was also
one of the most infamous racists in american history

with the social change brought on by the great migration of african americans into the urban
northeast after the great war came the surge of a biracial sensibility that made america different
from other western nations how white and black people thought about race and how both groups
understood and attempted to define and control the demographic transformation are the subjects
of this new book by a rising star in american history an elegant account of the roiling environment
that witnessed the shift from the multiplicity of white races to the arrival of biracialism this book
focuses on four representative spokesmen for the transforming age daniel cohalan the irish
american nationalist tammany hall man and ruthless politician madison grant the patrician
eugenicist and noisy white supremacist w e b du bois the african american social scientist and
advocate of social justice and jean toomer the american pluralist and novelist of the interior life
race politics and classification were their intense and troubling preoccupations in a world they did
not create would not accept and tried to change
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